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Greater empowerment & better health 

Without health coverage, women are 
more likely to keep working into the late 
stages of pregnancy and/or to return to 
work prematurely, exposing themselves 
and their children to major health risks. 5 

Women tend to have lower incomes than men, less 
autonomy, lower literacy rates and restricted 
decision-making, as a result:

Women face greater barriers in accessing 
healthcare despite being disproportionately 
impacted by the high cost of care. 3

More financial security 

Through women empowerment, 
families grow healthier, are better 
educated, and are more economically 
stable over time, decreasing poverty 
across generations. 6

work in global supply chains. 2
190 million women

Why focus on healthcare coverage? 

SDG 3SDG 5

Women use the health system 
more than men and are often 
the gatekeepers to healthcare 
in their family. 3

Health coverage improves 
women’s access to healthcare, 
strengthens their ownership 
over their health and promotes 
independence. 4

Health Coverage promotes 
Gender Equality

Designs and implements health coverage schemes for 
small-scale producers with a focus on women’s access to 
health.

Generates highly granular data on gender-specific 
differences in healthcare utilization and outcomes to guide 
targeted interventions.

Gender equality 
means that women’s 
and men’s rights, 
responsibilities and 
opportunities will not 
depend on whether 
they are born male or 
female.1 
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